'IRAQ
The Report did nothing to lessen agitation against the
Treaty or to facilitate the decision of the deputies, in whose
debates the amendments put forward by the Committee
became the issue. Little attention was paid to the High Com-
missioner's statement that no amendments could be made
prior to ratification and that H.M. Government could give no
positive assurance that it would agree to specific amendments
following ratification.1
Outside the Assembly, the Nationalist agitation increased in
intensity, culminating in demonstrations on May agth and
3ist. On the morning of May sgth, shops were closed in
Baghdad. Huge crowds gathered in front of the Assembly
building, vociferously demanding rejection of the Treaty.
After several hours, the crowd grew threatening and attempted
to force its way into the Assembly. Armed followers of Shaikh
Salim al-Khaiyun and other shaikhs actually invaded the
building. Deputies coming from the Assembly were assaulted.
The situation rapidly grew alarming, the cavalry, which had
re-enforced the police, being unable to clear the streets with
their lances. Not until the police, after firing over the heads of
the demonstrators, were forced to fire into the crowd, was
order restored.2
Little progress towards ratification was made in the Assembly
in the next four sessions,3 although the High Commissioner and
the King exhausted every means of inducing it to give a favour-
able verdict. The deputies were appealed to, individually and
collectively; the Ministers were interviewed by the High
Commissioner who, on the occasion of a visit to the Assembly,
May 3rst, made an informal address to the deputies;4 Yasln
Pasha, who had interests in agricultural concessions, was
1 This declaration was made by the High Commissioner in response to
repeated requests from H.M. the King, the Prime Minister, Yasfn Pasha and
others for such assurances.
2 Although a huge crowd of demonstrators gathered on May 3*st, it was soon
brought under control by the police,
3 Madkakurdt, *9th to 22nd sessions, June 2nd, 3rd, 5th, pth, pp. 377-416,
* Baghdad Times, June 2nd, 1924.
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